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Moretto da Brescia (1498-1554) in his “Christ in the Wilderness” shows Jesus with wild animals 
while the angels waited on him.  
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ORDER OF SERVICE & READINGS 

 
 
 
Organ Prelude    
 
 
Ringing of the Bells 
 
 
Welcome 
 
 
Opening Hymn  words: George Hunt Smyttan, music: Martin Herbst  
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Opening Sentence 
 
  Officiant Jesus said: “If any of you would come after me, deny yourself and 

take up your cross and follow me.” –Mark 8:34 
 
 
Confession & Absolution 
 
  Officiant Let us confess our sins to God. 
 
   Silence may be kept. 
 
  All God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in 
each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We 
repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the 
evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 

 
 Officiant Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the 

grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  

 People Amen. 
 
 
Versicle 
 
  Officiant O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise. 
  People And your glory all the day long. 
 
   All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in  

  the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
 
Antiphon 
 
  Officiant Our God is full of compassion and mercy. 
  All O come let us worship. 
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Invitatory     Psalm 67:1-5, Deus misereatur 
 
  All Let us listen today to God’s voice: 
   Harden not your hearts, 
   as your forebears did in the wilderness, * 
    at Meribah, and on that day at Massah, 
    when they tempted me. 
   They put me to the test, * 
    though they had seen my works. 
   Forty years long I detested that generation and said, * 
    “This people are wayward in their hearts; 
    they do not know my ways.” 
   So I swore in my wrath, * 
    “They shall not enter into my rest.” 
 
 
 
Psalm            Ad te, Domine, Levavi, Psalm 25:1-9 
 

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 
my God, I put my trust in you; * 
let me not be humiliated, 
nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * 
and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
for you are the God of my salvation; 
in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 
for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 
remember me according to your love 
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 
therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 
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8 He guides the humble in doing right * 
and teaches his way to the lowly. 

9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness * 
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

 
 All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 
 
Antiphon 
 
 Officiant Our God is full of compassion and mercy.  
 All O come let us worship. 
 
 
The Lessons 
 
 A Reading from the Book of Genesis  Genesis 9:8-17 
 

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my 
covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living 
creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of 
the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant 
with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and 
never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the 
sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature 
that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and 
it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring 
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my 
covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and 
the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow 
is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between 
God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to 
Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and 
all flesh that is on the earth.” 
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Canticle F    A Song of Lamentation, Lamentations 1:12, 16; 3:19, 22-24 
 
  All Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? * 
    Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow, 
   Which was brought upon me, * 
    inflicted by God’s fierce anger. 
   For these things I weep; my eyes flow with tears, * 
    for a comforter is far from me, one to revive my courage. 
   Remember my affliction and my bitterness, * 
    wormwood and gall! 
   The steadfast love of God never ceases, * 
    God’s mercies never end. 
   They are new every morning; * 
    great is your faithfulness. 
   “God is my portion,” says my soul, * 
    “therefore will I hope in God.” 
   It is good that we should wait quietly * 
    for the coming of God’s salvation 
 
     
A Reading from the First Letter of Peter Peter 3:18-22 
 

Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in 
order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in 
the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in 
prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the 
days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now 
saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a 
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into 
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 
made subject to him. 

 
 

Canticle I    A Song of Jonah, Jonah 2:2-7,9 
 
  All I called to you, O God, out of my distress, and you answered me; * 
    out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and you heard my voice. 
   You cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, * 
    and the flood surrounded me; 
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    all your waves and billows passed over me. 
   Then I said, “I am driven away from your sight; * 
    how shall I ever look again upon your holy temple?” 
   The waters closed in over me, the deep was round about me; * 
    weeds were wrapped around my head  
    at the roots of the mountains. 
   I went down to the land beneath the earth, * 
    yet you brought up my life from the depths, O God. 
   As my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, O God, * 
    and my prayer came to you, into your holy temple. 
   With the voice of thanksgiving, I will sacrifice to you; * 
    what I have vowed I will pay,  
    for deliverance belongs to theLord! 
 
 
Gospel    Mark 1:9-15 
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw 
the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a 
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 
well pleased.” 
 
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in 
the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild 
beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news 
of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come 
near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

  
 
Homily    The Rev. Carren Sheldon 
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Hymn         words & music: Charles A. Tindley  
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The Apostles’ Creed EOW I, p. 41 
 
  All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers 
 
 Officiant Hear our cry, O God. 
 People And listen to our prayer. 
 Officiant Let us pray. 
 

  Help us, O God our Savior; 
 People Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 
 

 Officiant Look upon your congregation; 
 People Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
 

 Officiant Declare your glory among the nations; 
 People And your wonders among all peoples. 
 

 Officiant Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away; 
 People Never forget the lives of your poor. 
 

 Officiant Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you; 
 People And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
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 Officiant Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
 People So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 
 
  Officiant Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be 

tempted by Satan: Come quickly to help us who are assaulted by 
many temptations; and, as you know the weaknesses of each of us, 
let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. 

  People Amen. 
 
  Officiant O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and 

sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to 
those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after 
you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your 
Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

  People Amen.  
 

Offerings of prayer and/or money are welcome at this or any time.  
Click here to donate: https://tithe.ly/give?c=409634  

 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
 All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
      hallowed be thy Name, 
      thy kingdom come, 
      thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
      and the power, and the glory, 
      for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Concluding Sentence Ephesians 3:20, 21 
 
  Officiant Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to 
generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  

  All Amen. 
 
 
Closing Hymn                         words:Maurice F. Bell, music:Johann Sebastian Bach   

 
 
 
Postlude    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Coffee Hour is online, immediately after the service.  

You’re invited! 
 

Please join us online for Zoom coffee hour, hosted by Bruce. 
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St. Luke’s is committed  
to full inclusion  

for queer folk. 

Visit our website for information on how to get Involved  
 

Sign up for weekly e-mail updates for information on opportunities to help and to learn.  
Contact our Church Administrator for details, at stlukechurchwoodland@gmail.com 

 
• Centering Prayer, Sunday, 2/21, 7pm, Sanctuary, contact Tom Eaton. 
• Book Study, Mondays, 5:15pm, via Zoom, contact Tom Eaton. 
• "The Way of Love", Wednesdays, 7 pm, via Zoom, contact Margaret. 
• Queer Alliance, Thursdays, 6:30 pm via Zoom, contact Mairic. 

 


